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*EACC training  

and education 

recommendations  



EFCS, represented by the Secretary General Philippe Viehl, gave 
three assignments to members of the European Advisory 
Committee of Cytotechnology (EACC): 

            

 

 

 

1 To update the overview of Training and Education 

of Cytotechnologists in Europe from 2006 

(published on the old website of Eurocytology) 

 

2 A summary of what is common and what is 

different in the European countries. 

 

3 Propose guidelines for minimum requirements  

for practising Cytotechnology in Europe  

 

*EACC and EFCS 2010



* A questionnaire was distributed in 
2010 to 21 countries. We received 
answers from 14 countries. The 
results were presented at the IAC 
Congress in Edinburgh 2010. 

 

* A new, updated and extended 
questionnaire was distributed in 
spring 2011 to 25 countries. We 
received answers from 18 
countries. The results were 
presented at the ECC in Cavtat 
2012. 

  

* Survey on training and education of    

Cytotechnologists in Europe 2010 and 2011 

The questionnaire: 

1. Number of fully trained and 

employed Cytotechnologists 

and competence level 

2. Basic education before entry 

into cytology training 

3. Training in cytology 

4. Accreditation and 

certification 

5. Continuing education and 

quality assurance 

6. Optimal education  



*The results of the survey 2011 

This was the basis for EACC’s 

proposal for training and 

education of the future 

Cytotechnologists together 

with………… 

Cytopathology 2014 

www.efcs.eu 

 

http://www.efcs.eu/


*…the knowledge that 

1 HPV primary screening is being     

implemented in more and more countries:      

> the number of cervical specimens will       

decrease dramatically 

 

2 HPV vaccination (2v or 4vHPV vaccine) has  been 

implemented in many European  

countries and when these women enter the  

screening program in a few years:      

> the positive predictive value of cytology will 

decrease 

 

3 9vHPV vaccine has been approved in 39 

countries around the world, which means that:                             

> the positive predictive value of cytology will 

decrease even more 

 

http://www.google.no/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimgb74nbPPAhWQJSwKHZelCQUQjRwIBw&url=http://sanevax.org/institute-of-science-in-society-dna-contamination-hpv-vaccines/&bvm=bv.134052249,d.bGg&psig=AFQjCNEfA8GvTiA_85P6wBis2dGoixIgwg&ust=1475192334204467


*EACC training and education 

recommendations  

Basic education before 

entry into cytology 

training: bachelor in 

biomedical science, 

medical laboratory 

technology or similar. 
 
 
  

The education program 

should be organized at an 

accredited university.  

 

The training should 

preferable be a 

combination of in-house 

training in a cytology 

laboratory and education 

courses at the university.  



*EACC training and education 

recommendations cont. 

EACC proposes that the 

program is divided in three 

modules with a curriculum 

defined in subjects, 

knowledge and skills. 

Duration: 1 year. 

 

 
 
 

A. Gynecological 

cytology (12 months) 

 

B. Non-gynecological 

exfoliative cytology  

      (6 months) 

 

C.   Non-gynecological    

      FNAC (6 months) 



*Example of EACC proposal for 

a curriculum 



*EACC training and education 

recommendations cont.   

Trainee record 

 

The trainee should keep 

record of training activities 

in a portfolio, which should 

be regularly assessed by 

the supervisor. At the end 

of each module the level 

of competence should be 

tested with an exam. 

 

The teachers/supervisors 

 

The teachers should be 

Cytopathologists and 

Cytotechnologists with at 

least 5 years of experience in 

practising cytotecnology 



*EACC training and education 

recommendations cont.  

Master degree 

 

For those who want to 

obtain a master degree in 

cytotechnology, they must 

have completed all three 

modules with final exam 

and then we suggest an 

additional year at the 

university, working with a 

relevant master thesis.  

Certified Cytotechnologist 

 

After completion of all three 

training modules and 

successful final exam, EACC 

propose that the 

Cytotechnologist receive an 

official title: Certified 

Cytotechnologist.  

Acquired knowledge can be 

tested by QUATE test or IAC 

exam. 



*Cytotechnology in USA 

The curriculum is divided in: 

* A. Gynecologic cytology: 

* B. Non-gynecologic cytology 

* C. FNA cytology  

2013 



*Example of their curriculum 



* The future training and educational 

programs in Cytotechnology 

 

* Cervical cytology training programs are  mainly good. The competence is still 

needed for many years, but regularly testing must be done to evalate 

performance as the positive predictive value decrases. 

 

* There is a lack of structured training programs in non-gynecologic cytology and 

ancillary techniques in many labs today, which needs serious attention.  

 

* The future Cytotechnologist has to be multiskilled in order to meet the future 

needs in Cytopathology. The EACC recommendations for training and education 

is a necessity for obtaining this. 



*If we do not take action now

Morphology  
and 

 laboratory  
technology 

we risk loosing this  

valuable member of 

the diagnostic team  



*EACC and EFCS 2016 

*EACC has done their 

work on suggesting 

minimum requirements 

for practising 

cytotechnology in 

Europe.  

 

*What now?  




